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Whatever criticism we might
leverage on Milan every year
(the queues, the irrelevance,
the size!), it is still the key
fxture in the design industry
calendar. It remains an
opportunity to immerse
ourselves into design, into
an amazing city, explore the
sublime and the ridiculous,
meet riends, colleagues and
heroes; and see ideas and
conversations come alive. It’s
an excuse to treat gelato as
a legitimate meal option. It
always allows a glimpse into
where the design industry is
heading and what the ‘trends’
are (though I am not a an o
the idea o design as ashion)
– with more and more content
ocused on the ‘thinking’
part rather than necessarily
‘making’ or launching product.

One noticeable common
thread this year was a look to
the past, and not just in those
halls marked ‘Classic Design’.
Tere was a joyul rediscovery
o mid-century design. It
never went away, but it was
never this present at Salone.
Jil Sander’s beautiul new
colour edition orTonet’s
S64 chair is a great example
o a classic design recast into
the uture. At the other end o

the spectrum Saint Laurent
launched a Charlotte Perriand
limited edition: a selection
o beautiully crated pieces
rom her oeuvre with price
tags to match the collector’s
status. Niluar eatured classic
George Nakashima and India’s
Phantom Hands presented
a reissued collection o
Georey Bawa urniture. A
highlight was Dedar’s launch
o original Anni Albers abrics
in the newly renovated orre
Velasca, a double act o iconic
mid-century designs that both
elt truly reinvigorated and o
the moment.

It was very interesting to see
so much classic design being
shown at an event ocused on
now and the uture. I am always
accused o being a Modernist
(not an insult in my book),
so the renewed interest and
relevance o these pieces is a
delight orme. It shows the
outstanding and timeless nature
o these pieces and proves that
the design and thinking o that
era remains relevant.

Tese designers were
breaking new ground, without
considering short lived trends.
Tey wanted to change the
world, the way we live, through

design. We can take a lot rom
this. Whilst not everything
we come up with has to
change the world, it should
be thoughtul, answer a need
and respond to its context and
brie rather than to trends or
social media.

Tis is not unique to
Modernism o course and there
are many examples o design
pieces rom other periods
that have equally stood the
test o time. But to mymind,
mid-century pieces stand out
as still as modern as when
theywere conceived. Maybe
the act that these pieces,
this movement, are a result
o uncertain, challenging,
yet groundbreaking times
resonates with us today?
Designers were risking their
livelihood and reputation by
reinventing and challenging
convention rather than
ollowing the status quo.Tat
to me is remarkable and
adds another acet to these
pieces, that even without this
background knowledge are
stunning. And design that
stands the test o time has to
be more sustainable than lots
o orgettable pieces that eel
irrelevant by the ollowing year.

How can we look
to design history to
design for today
and tomorrow?
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